Article 17.
Rural Transportation Planning Organizations.

§ 136-210. Definitions.

As used in this Article, "Rural Transportation Planning Organization” means a voluntary
organization of local elected officials or their designees and representatives of local transportation
systems formed by a memorandum of understanding with the Department of Transportation to
work cooperatively with the Department to plan rural transportation systems and to advise the
Department on rural transportation policy. (2000-123, s. 2.)

§ 136-211. Department authorized to establish Rural Transportation Planning

Organizations.

(@)  Authorization. — The Department of Transportation is authorized to form Rural
Transportation Planning Organizations.

(b)  Area Represented. — Rural Transportation Planning Organizations shall include
representatives from contiguous areas in three to fifteen counties, or a total population of
the entire area represented of at least 50,000 persons according to the latest population
estimate of the Office of State Budget and Management. Noncontiguous counties adjacent
to the same Metropolitan Planning Organization may form a Rural Transportation Planning
Organization. Areas already included in a Metropolitan Planning Organization shall not be
included in the area represented by a Rural Transportation Planning Organization.

(c)  Membership. — The Rural Transportation Planning Organization shall consist of
local elected officials or their designees and representatives of local transportation systems
in the area as agreed to by all parties in a memorandum of understanding.

(d)  Formation; Memorandum of Understanding. — The Department shall notify local
elected officials and representatives of local transportation systems around the State of the
opportunity to form Rural Transportation Planning Organizations. The Department shall
work cooperatively with interested local elected officials, their designees, and
representatives of local transportation systems to develop a proposed area, membership,
functions, and responsibilities of a Rural Transportation Planning Organization. The
agreement of all parties shall be included in a memorandum of understanding approved by
the membership of a proposed Rural Transportation Planning Organization and the
Secretary of the Department of Transportation.

(e)  Repealed by Session Laws 2013-156, s. 2(a), effective June 19, 2013.

(f Ethics Provisions. — All individuals with voting authority serving on a rural
transportation planning organization who are not members of the Board of Transportation
shall do all of the following:

1) Except as permitted under this subdivision, no rural transportation planning
organization member acting in that capacity shall participate in an action of the
rural transportation planning organization if the rural transportation planning
organization member knows the rural transportation planning organization
member, the rural transportation planning organization member's extended
family, or any business with which the rural transportation planning
organization member is associated may incur a reasonably foreseeable financial
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benefit from the matter under consideration, which financial benefit would
impair the rural transportation planning organization member's independence
of judgment or from which it could reasonably be inferred that the financial
benefit would influence the rural transportation planning organization
member's participation in the action of the rural transportation planning
organization. [A member may participate in an action of the rural transportation
planning organization under any of the following circumstances:]

a. When action is ministerial only and does not require the exercise of
discretion.
b. When the committee records in its minutes that it cannot obtain a

quorum in order to take the action because the rural transportation
planning organization member is disqualified from acting, the rural
transportation planning organization member may be counted for
purposes of a quorum but shall otherwise abstain from taking any further
action.

(2) A rural transportation planning organization member shall have an affirmative
duty to promptly disclose in writing to the rural transportation planning
organization any conflict of interest or potential conflict of interest under
subdivision (1) of this subsection. All written disclosures shall be a public
record under Chapter 132 of the General Statutes and attached to the minutes
of the meeting in which any discussion or vote was taken by the rural
transportation planning organization related to that disclosure.

3) File a statement of economic interest with the Bipartisan State Board of
Elections and Ethics Enforcement in accordance with Article 6 of Chapter 163A
of the General Statutes for which the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and
Ethics Enforcement shall prepare a written evaluation relative to conflicts of
interest and potential conflicts of interest and provide a copy of that evaluation
to the rural transportation planning organization member. All statements of
economic interest and all written evaluations by the State Board of those
statements are public records as provided in G.S. 163A-188. The penalties for
failure to file shall be as set forth in G.S. 163A-190(a) and (b).

4) File, with and in the same manner as the statement of economic interest filed
under subdivision (3) of this subsection, an additional disclosure of a list of all
real estate owned wholly or in part by the rural transportation planning
organization member, the rural transportation planning organization member's
extended family, or a business with which the rural transportation planning
organization member is associated within the jurisdiction of the rural
transportation planning organization on which the rural transportation planning
organization member is serving. All additional disclosures of real estate filed
by members are public records under Chapter 132 of the General Statutes. The
penalties for failure to file shall be as set forth in G.S. 163A-190(d).

() Confidential Information. — A rural transportation planning organization
member shall not use or disclose any nonpublic information gained in the course of or by
reason of serving as a member of the rural transportation planning organization in a way
that would affect a personal financial interest of the rural transportation planning
organization member, the rural transportation planning organization member's extended
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family, or a business with which the rural transportation planning organization member is
associated.

(h)  Reserved.

Q) Definitions. — For purposes of this section, “extended family" shall have the
same meaning as in G.S. 163A-152(25), "business with which associated” shall have the
same meaning as in G.S. 163A-152(7), and "financial benefit" shall mean a direct
pecuniary gain or loss or a direct pecuniary loss to a business competitor.

() Violations. — A violation of subdivision (1) of subsection (f) of this section shall
be a Class 1 misdemeanor. A rural transportation planning organization member who
knowingly conceals or knowingly fails to disclose information that is required to be
disclosed on a required filing under subdivisions (3) or (4) of subsection (f) of this section
shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. A rural transportation planning organization
member who provides false information on a required filing under subdivisions (3) or (4)
of subsection (f) of this section knowing that the information is false is guilty of a Class H
felony. If the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement receives written
allegations of violations of this section, the State Board shall report such violations to the
Director of the State Bureau of Investigation for investigation and referral to the District
Attorney for possible prosecution. All written allegations or related documents are
confidential and are not matters of public record.

(k)  All individuals with voting authority serving on a rural transportation planning
organization who are members of the Board of Transportation shall comply with Articles
5, 6, 7, and 9 of Chapter 163A of the General Statutes and G.S. 143B-350 while serving
on the rural transportation planning organization. (2000-123, s. 2; 2002-170, s. 2; 2012-44,
s.1;2012-142, s. 24.16(b); 2013-156, s. 2(a), (b); 2014-58, s. 12(b); 2014-115, s. 56.6A(b);
2015-264, s. 72(b); 2017-6, s. 3.)

§ 136-212. Duties of Rural Transportation Planning Organizations.
The duties of a Rural Transportation Planning Organization shall include, but not be limited
to:
1) Developing, in cooperation with the Department, long-range local and regional
multimodal transportation plans.
2) Providing a forum for public participation in the transportation planning
process.
3) Developing and prioritizing suggestions for transportation projects the
organization believes should be included in the State's Transportation
Improvement Program.
4 Providing transportation-related information to local governments and other
interested organizations and persons. (2000-123, s. 2.)

8 136-213. Administration and staff.

@) Administrative Entity. — Each Rural Transportation Planning Organization, working in
cooperation with the Department, shall select an appropriate administrative entity for the
organization. Eligible administrative entities include, but are not limited to, regional economic
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development agencies, regional councils of government, chambers of commerce, and local
governments.

(b) Professional Staff. — The Department, each Rural Transportation Planning
Organization, and any adjacent Metropolitan Planning Organization shall cooperatively determine
the appropriate professional planning staff needs of the organization.

(© Funding. — If funds are appropriated for that purpose, the Department may make grants
to Rural Transportation Planning Organizations to carry out the duties listed in G.S. 136-212. The
members of the Rural Transportation Planning Organization shall contribute at least twenty
percent (20%) of the cost of any staff resources employed by the organization to carry out the
duties listed in G.S. 136-212. The Department may make additional planning grants to
economically distressed counties, as designated by the North Carolina Department of Commerce.
(2000-123, s. 2; 2002-170, s. 3.)

8 136-214. Matching funds for federal State Planning and Research Program Grants.
The Department of Transportation shall annually allocate funds to qualifying
Metropolitan Planning Organizations and Rural Transportation Planning Organizations to
be used to fund a portion of the local match required for federal State Planning and
Research Program funds under 23 U.S.C. 8 505. A Metropolitan Planning Organization is
only eligible for funding under this section if it has a population of 500,000 or less, as
determined by the most recent census. The funds shall be allocated as follows:

1) For a Metropolitan Planning Organization or Rural Transportation Planning
Organization that includes at least one representative from a development tier
one area, as determined under G.S. 143B-437.08, the Department shall allocate
an amount equal to seventy-five percent (75%) of the total local match required.

2) For a Metropolitan Planning Organization or Rural Transportation Planning
Organization that does not qualify under subdivision (1) of this section, but
includes at least one representative from a development tier two area, as
determined under G.S. 143B-437.08, the Department shall allocate an amount
equal to fifty percent (50%) of the total local match required.

3) The Department shall not allocate any funds under this section to a Metropolitan
Planning Organization or Rural Transportation Planning Organization that does
not qualify under this section. (2017-57, s. 34.8(a).)

8§ 136-215: Reserved for future codification purposes.

8 136-216: Reserved for future codification purposes.

8 136-217: Reserved for future codification purposes.

8 136-218: Reserved for future codification purposes.

8 136-219: Reserved for future codification purposes.
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